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‘‘(5) ENFORCEMENT OF ORDER BY SECRETARY 

OF LABOR.—Whenever any person has failed 
to comply with an order issued under para-
graph (3), the Secretary of Labor may file a 
civil action in the United States district 
court for the district in which the violation 
was found to occur to enforce such order. In 
actions brought under this paragraph, the 
district courts shall have jurisdiction to 
grant all appropriate relief, including, but 
not to be limited to, injunctive relief and 
compensatory damages. 

‘‘(6) ENFORCEMENT OF ORDER BY PARTIES.— 
‘‘(A) COMMENCEMENT OF ACTION.—A person 

on whose behalf an order was issued under 
paragraph (3) may commence a civil action 
against the person to whom such order was 
issued to require compliance with such 
order. The appropriate United States district 
court shall have jurisdiction, without regard 
to the amount in controversy or the citizen-
ship of the parties, to enforce such order. 

‘‘(B) ATTORNEY FEES.—The court, in issuing 
any final order under this paragraph, may 
award costs of litigation (including reason-
able attorney and expert witness fees) to any 
party whenever the court determines such 
award costs is appropriate. 

‘‘(c) MANDAMUS.—Any nondiscretionary 
duty imposed by this section shall be en-
forceable in a mandamus proceeding brought 
under section 1361 of title 28, United States 
Code. 

‘‘(d) NONAPPLICABILITY TO DELIBERATE VIO-
LATIONS.—Subsection (a) shall not apply with 
respect to an employee of a pipeline, con-
tractor or subcontractor who, acting without 
direction from the pipeline contractor or 
subcontractor (or such person’s agent), delib-
erately causes a violation of any require-
ment relating to pipeline safety under this 
chapter or any other law of the United 
States. 

‘‘(e) CONTRACTOR DEFINED.—In this section, 
the term ‘contractor’ means a company that 
performs safety-sensitive functions by con-
tract for a pipeline.’’. 

(b) CIVIL PENALTY.—Section 60122(a) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(3) A person violating section 60129, or an 
order issued thereunder, is liable to the Gov-
ernment for a civil penalty of not more than 
$1,000 for each violation. The penalties pro-
vided by paragraph (1) do not apply to a vio-
lation of section 60129 or an order issued 
thereunder.’’. 

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The chapter 
analysis for chapter 601 is amended by add-
ing at the end the following: 

‘‘60129. Protection of employees providing 
pipeline safety information.’’. 

SEC. 16. STATE PIPELINE SAFETY ADVISORY 
COMMITTEES. 

Within 90 days after receiving rec-
ommendations for improvements to pipeline 
safety from an advisory committee ap-
pointed by the Governor of any State, the 
Secretary of Transportation shall respond in 
writing to the committee setting forth what 
action, if any, the Secretary will take on 
those recommendations and the Secretary’s 
reasons for acting or not acting upon any of 
the recommendations. 
SEC. 17. FINES AND PENALTIES. 

The Inspector General of the Department 
of Transportation shall conduct an analysis 
of the Department’s assessment of fines and 
penalties on gas transmission and hazardous 
liquid pipelines, including the cost of correc-
tive actions required by the Department in 
lieu of fines, and, no later than 6 months 
after the date of enactment of this Act, shall 
provide a report to the Senate Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation and 

the House Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure on any findings and rec-
ommendations for actions by the Secretary 
or Congress to ensure the fines assessed are 
an effective deterrent for reducing safety 
risks. 
SEC. 18. STUDY OF RIGHTS-OF-WAY. 

The Secretary of Transportation is author-
ized to conduct a study on how best to pre-
serve environmental resources in conjunc-
tion with maintaining pipeline rights-of- 
way. The study shall recognize pipeline oper-
ators’ regulatory obligations to maintain 
rights-of-way and to protect public safety. 
SEC. 19. STUDY OF NATURAL GAS RESERVE. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that: 
(1) In the last few months, natural gas 

prices across the country have tripled. 
(2) In California, natural gas prices have 

increased twenty-fold, from $3 per million 
British thermal units to nearly $60 per mil-
lion British thermal units. 

(3) One of the major causes of these price 
increases is a lack of supply, including a 
lack of natural gas reserves. 

(4) The lack of a reserve was compounded 
by the rupture of an El Paso Natural Gas 
Company pipeline in Carlsbad, New Mexico 
on August 1, 2000. 

(5) Improving pipeline safety will help pre-
vent similar accidents that interrupt the 
supply of natural gas and will help save 
lives. 

(6) It is also necessary to find solutions for 
the lack of natural gas reserves that could be 
used during emergencies. 

(b) STUDY BY THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF 
SCIENCES.—The Secretary of Energy shall re-
quest the National Academy of Sciences to— 

(1) conduct a study to— 
(A) determine the causes of recent in-

creases in the price of natural gas, including 
whether the increases have been caused by 
problems with the supply of natural gas or 
by problems with the natural gas trans-
mission system; 

(B) identify any Federal or State policies 
that may have contributed to the price in-
creases; and 

(C) determine what Federal action would 
be necessary to improve the reserve supply 
of natural gas for use in situations of natural 
gas shortages and price increases, including 
determining the feasibility and advisability 
of a Federal strategic natural gas reserve 
system; and 

(2) not later than 60 days after the date of 
enactment of this Act, submit to Congress a 
report on the results of the study. 
SEC. 20. STUDY AND REPORT ON NATURAL GAS 

PIPELINE AND STORAGE FACILITIES 
IN NEW ENGLAND. 

(a) STUDY.—The Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission, in consultation with the 
Department of Energy, shall conduct a study 
on the natural gas pipeline transmission net-
work in New England and natural gas stor-
age facilities associated with that network. 
In carrying out the study, the Commission 
shall consider— 

(1) the ability of natural gas pipeline and 
storage facilities in New England to meet 
current and projected demand by gas-fired 
power generation plants and other con-
sumers; 

(2) capacity constraints during unusual 
weather periods; 

(3) potential constraint points in regional, 
interstate, and international pipeline capac-
ity serving New England; and 

(4) the quality and efficiency of the Fed-
eral environmental review and permitting 
process for natural gas pipelines. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 120 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
shall prepare and submit to the Senate Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources and 
the appropriate committee of the House of 
Representatives a report containing the re-
sults of the study conducted under sub-
section (a), including recommendations for 
addressing potential natural gas trans-
mission and storage capacity problems in 
New England. 

Mr. LEAHY. I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the amendment was 
agreed to. 

Mr. HATCH. I move to lay that mo-
tion on the table. 

The motion to lay on the table was 
agreed to. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
now be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators speaking for up to 10 
minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

S. 21, THE SOCIAL SECURITY AND 
MEDICARE LOCK-BOX 

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, earlier 
today, Senator LIEBERMAN became a 
cosponsor of S. 21, the Social Security 
and Medicare Lock-Box bill that I in-
troduced earlier this year. Senator 
LIEBERMAN was an important supporter 
of this legislation last year. Unfortu-
nately, in spite of the fact that this bill 
received 60 votes in the Senate, Repub-
licans opted to prevent the bill from 
becoming law. 

However, given the fact that some in 
the administration and the other side 
of the aisle have indicated they may 
not support protecting Social Security 
and Medicare trust funds, it is even 
more important that we enact this leg-
islation. I look forward to working 
with Senator LIEBERMAN and all the 
others who have supported the idea 
that Social Security and Medicare 
funds should be used for these pro-
grams and these programs alone. 

f 

EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE FOR 
ALL LEARNERS ACT 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, today, I am 
cosponsoring S. 7, the Educational Ex-
cellence for All Learners Act. This bill 
increases school capacity, makes 
schools accountable for results and en-
sures increased student achievement. 
S. 7 ensures that the federal govern-
ment uphold its commitment to the 
local school districts to fully fund the 
IDEA program. 

S. 7 also promotes literacy by in-
creasing the funding for the Reading 
Excellence Act. Another area in great 
need for resources in our educational 
system is teacher training. Senator 
CONRAD and I have proposed legislation 
that is included in S. 7 which would 
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